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A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE 3 MONTH(S) OR THIRTY (30) DAYS, 
WHICHEVER IS LONGER, FROM THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION. 

- Extensions of time may be available under the provisions of 37 CFR 1 .1 36(a). In no event, however, may a reply be timely filed 
after SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication. 
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7) D Claim(s) is/are objected to. 
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Applicant may not request that any objection to the drawing(s) be held in abeyance. See 37 CFR 1 .85(a). 
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DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Rejections - 35 (JSC §112 

The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 112: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly 
claiming the subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

Claim 8 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, second paragraph, as being indefinite 
for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which applicant 
regards as the invention. 

Claim 8 depends from claim 1 and calls for the sacrificial element to be discrete 
from the well. Claim 1 has already called for the wall and the sacrificial element to be 
single-pieced. It is not understood how the sacrificial element could be discrete and at 
the same time be single-pieced. Clarification is required. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351 (a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 
only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21(2) 
of such treaty in the English language. 

Claims 1-7 and 9-14 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by 
Heeter 1,814,800. 
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Heeter discloses a fluid system component having a body 6. The body 6 and 
sacrificial element 7 are single-pieced. The sacrificial element 7 is formed by having a 
reduced diameter of wall thickness of 6. The wall and sacrificial element define a fluid 
passageway. The sacrificial element 7 is configured for preferential failure in response 
to an occurrence of a predefined condition. As to claims 2 and 14, body 6 is a length of 
pipe or tubing. As to claim 3, the predefined condition is a specified pressure 
differential. As to claim 4, the sacrificial element 7 is formed in the shape of a window. 
As to claim 5, the sacrificial element is formed from a material designed to rupture when 
exposed to the predefined condition. As to claim 6, sacrificial element 7 forms grooves 
in the body 6 wall. As to claim 7, the sacrificial element 7 is integral with the body 6. As 
to claim 9, the sacrificial element 7 is continuous with the body wall. As to claim 10, the 
fluid system is metallic. As to claim 1 1, the sacrificial element defines a blowout patch. 
As to claim 12, the sacrificial element forms a window of predetermined geometry. As 
to claim 13, there are more than one sacrificial element 7. 

Claims 1-7 and 9-14 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by 
Walker 6497285. 

Walker discloses a fluid system having a body 52. A plurality of scallops (figures 
3-9) forms sacrificial elements in the body wall. The sacrificial elements form part of the 
fluid passageway. The sacrificial element being configured for preferential failure in 
response to the occurrence of a predefined condition. As to clairn2 and 14, the body 52 
is a length of pipe or tubing. As to claim 3, the sacrificial element fails in response to s 
pressure differential. As to claim 4, the sacrificial element forms a window having a 
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thickness less than the well thickness. As to claim 5, the sacrificial element is 
configured to rupture. As to claim 6, the sacrificial element is formed as grooves in the 
wall. As to claim 7, the sacrificial element is integral with the wall. As to claim 9, the 
sacrificial element is integral with the wall. As to claim 10, the tubing is metallic. As to 
claim 1 1 , the sacrificial element defines a blowout patch. As to claim 12, the window 
has a predetermined geometry. As to claim 13, a plurality of sacrificial elements is 
present. 

Allowable Subject Matter 

Claims 15-23 are allowed. 

Response to Arguments 
Applicant's arguments with respect to claims 1-14 have been considered but are 
moot in view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 

Conclusion 

Applicant's amendment necessitated the new ground(s) of rejection presented in 
this Office action. Accordingly, THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. See MPEP 
§ 706.07(a). Applicant is reminded of the extension of time policy as set forth in 37 
CFR 1.136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within 
TWO MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not 
mailed until after the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the 
shortened statutory period will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any 
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extension fee pursuant to 37 CFR 1.136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of 
the advisory action. In no event, however, will the statutory period for reply expire later 
than SIX MONTHS from the date of this final action. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to William P. Neuder whose telephone number is 571-272- 
7032. The examiner can normally be reached on Tuesday through Friday. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, David J. Bagnell can be reached on 571-272-6999. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 

William P Neuder 
Primary Examiner 
Art Unit 3672 

W.P.N. 



